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Criminals who coerce or dupe people who seek a better life
in the West are doing a huge business in Europe

RETURN
OF

THE

Slave Trade
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riana*, 16, first
met Burim in the Albanian townwhere
she lived with her mother. Burim was
eight years older; she was flattered by
the attention he lavished on her.When
he told her he had a good job waiting
for him in a chemicals factory near
Florence, she left with him.
But after two days at his home in

Italy, she discovered a closet full of
sexy clothes and a bag of condoms.
She’d never seen condoms before. He
said the stuff belonged to another girl.
When Ariana wanted to put them in
the attic, he said, “Leave them where
they are. You will need them.”

Her life became a nightmare of sex
with strangers at night, and beatings
and rape by Burim in the daytime. Ari-
ana tried to escape but he always
found her. Eventually, he took her to
London to a brothel in Earls Court.
Vladimir was a Russian in his mid-

twenties when he responded to an
advert promising good wages to con-
struction workers, domestic staff and
translators inWest Europe. He signed
a contract for a job, but when he arri-
ved in The Netherlands, he discovered
the job didn’t exist. Instead, he was
locked into bonded labour with his
trafficker, who demanded huge fees

for transportation and administration.
“EUR 50,000 is what my trafficker

says I owe him,” says Vladimir. “How
can I ever pay such a sum? How can I
get free?”

More than 200 years since the slave
trade was first abolished, there are 12.3
million adults and children forced into
labour and prostitution around the
world. Ariana and Vladimir are just
two of the victims of the illicit busi-
ness of human trafficking, which re-
portedly generates US$44 billion a
year worldwide. It is the third biggest
global crime business after drugs and

arms dealing.
In Europe, human trafficking has re-

ached epidemic proportions, spurred
on by the collapse of communism, en-
largement of the European Union and
implementation of the Schengen
Agreement, which relaxed border con-
trols in 25 countries. “Unlike people
smuggling, where individuals pay a
person to get them into a country,
human trafficking is focused on ex-
ploiting people; persons are forced to
work and live in deplorable conditi-
ons with limited or no freedom; so-
metimes their passports are taken
away from them or they are bound by
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bal trafficking map, Romanian girls
who think they are coming to work in
restaurants are being trapped into a
new style of brothel where punters are
offered “flat-rate sex” with as many
girls and for as long as they want for
EUR 100 a day. In a raid on one club in
Fellbach, near Stuttgart, in July 2009,
police found 179 men and 89 women.
Many of the girls were reportedly
under 21.

In one case, explains Sanne Kroon,
communications director and lobby-
ist of Bonded Labour in the Nether-
lands (BLinN)—an organization that
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debt, and they receive little or no pay.
These forms of exploitation appear in
the sex industry, the domestic labour
and commercial marriage market, but
also in more regulated labour sectors
such as construction and agriculture.
It remains one of the most serious
human rights violations in Europe
today,” says Suzanne Hoff, the Inter-
national Coordinator of La Strada In-
ternational, a European NGO network
against trafficking in human beings.
An estimated 250,000 people are en-

snared by traffickers in Europe each
year. Ten per cent are believed to be
children. It’s a $3 billion per year busi-
ness there. Traffickers buy and sell
people within and across borders like
horse traders.
La Strada works in locations that

are prime “source countries” for traf-
ficking gangs, including Belarus, Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Macedonia, Moldova,
Poland and Ukraine. La Strada also
works with those enslaved in theWest.
The Netherlands is a top trafficking
destination in Europe, along with Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, France, Belgium,
Scandinavia and the UK.
Unofficial reports say that every

year some 50,000 Russian citizens are
sold abroad and exploited as sex wor-
kers in Western Europe, the Middle
East and North America. From Poland
come 15,000, fromHungary 30,000. In
rural Albania parents refused to send
their children to school for fear that
traffickers would kidnap them.
In Germany, which is both a desti-

nation and transit country on the glo-

r e a d e r s d i g e s t . n l X X / X X

Trafficking is a $3 BILLION
a year business in Europe

In September 2009 trafficker Saban Baran
asked for permission to spend a few days
with his newly born child. Incredibly the
Dutch court allowed him out of jail.
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The New Slave Routes
In the global business of human slavery, some 800,000
people are trafficked across international borders every year.

14,500
to 17,500

slaves are trafficked
into the U.S. annually,

most of them
women, teenagers

and children.

Albania, Bulgaria,
and Ukraine are
among the worst

traffickers; 40.000
North Koreans

perform slave labor
in Russia.

In Senegal,
100.000

children are forced to
beg on the streets;
10.000 Nigerian
women work as sex

slaves in Italy.

Latin
and South

America, home to
some 425.000
domestic slaves,

send 5.500 slaves
northbound
each year.

3 million
Indonesians have
been trafficked

abroad; 500.000
Vietnamese have
suffered the same

fate.

40,000
United States

TOTAL
CURRENTLY
ENSLAVED

61,000
Middle East

270,000
European Union

300,000
China

399,000
Latin America/Caribbean

685,000
Africa

4,100,000
Other Asia

22,000,000
India

Sources: United Nations, U.S. State
Department, Kevin Bales of Free the Slaves

All numbers are estimatesM A P B Y L O N T W E E T E N



helps trafficking victims rebuild their
lives—“a girl coerced into prostitution
was sent a picture of her one-year-old
son and told, ‘We know he is with your
parents. Imagine what we can do to
him.’”

Human trafficking would not be so
widespread and insidious if there were
not plenty of unscrupulous employers
at destination: the club owners,
farmers, factory and shop owners, buil-
ders, events companies and restaura-
teurs who employ the trafficked at well
below minimum wage and pay no re-
gard to their health and safety.
“They are all traffickers,” says Her-

man Bolhaar, chief public prosecutor
in Amsterdam. “This is a complex pro-

blem involving both organized crimi-
nality and socio-economic pressures
that drive victims into the hands of
traffickers. The response of police, la-
wyers, governments and NGOs has to
be proactive, focused and coordina-
ted.” Bolhaar heads the Task Force
Against The Trafficking of Persons, a
group of police, prosecutors, mayors
and politicians that coordinates the
fight against trafficking.
But in countries like the Netherlands

where prostitution is legal, it is not
easy to tell those working voluntarily
from those being coerced.
“This is why the Sneep Case is such

a landmark,” says Bolhaar. It began in

2006 when a Polish woman went to
Amsterdam police and said that she
and others from countries such as Po-
land, Bulgaria and Romania were for-
ced to work as prostitutes in the Red
Light District—destination for some
4,000 trafficking victims every year.
“Her passport had been taken and she
had to pay her pimps more than EUR
1,000 a day, seven days a week,” he
added. Girls who did not earn the
money were often raped, beaten with
baseball bats, then thrown into ice
baths to minimize the bruising and put
back to work. Others were branded
with tattoos so that everyone knew
that they were the property of Turkish
brothers Saban and Hasan Baran.
A coordinated surveillance opera-

tion fanned out into The Hague,
Utrecht, Alkmaar and Vinkeveen and
the brothers and six accomplices were
arrested. Nine of their victims, some of
them under witness protection, gave
evidence in 2008. Hasan, 43, and Saban
38, ran a trafficking and drugs empire
that included Belgium and Germany.
They banked millions of Euros over
four years. Saban was sentenced to
seven-and-a half years, with another
eight added for attempted murder.
Hasan was jailed for two-and-a-half
years, but is appealing.

“There were about 120 victims,”
Bolhaar says. “We were dealing with
cases of such brutality that we felt an
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“You’re my SLAVES. If you
try to leave, I’ll kill you”

Linda, 15, was living in a rural
community in Gelderland pro-
vince in The Netherlands
when her parents separated.
Her self-esteem slumped, and
she began to get into trouble
at school.
Two boys of Turkish origin,
aged 15 and 16, befriended the
slim, brown-eyed teenager,
helping her with her home-
work and looking out for her.
She trusted them.
Suddenly one day they asked
her to sleep with a man for
money. Linda refused. They
showed her a copy of her 13-

year-old sister’s school time-
table and told her, “If you
don’t do this, we will go after
your sister.” After drugging
her and threatening her with
a gun, they forced her to have
sex with clients in a forest,
then took her to the Dutch
city of Arnhem and locked
her up.

“Lover boys,” who target vul-
nerable West European girls
like Linda, are the latest twist
on human trafficking. After
gaining a girls’s trust and cle-
verly distancing her from pa-

rents and friends, they lure
her into prostitution, someti-
mes across borders.
They contact their victims on
social networking sites like
MSN, or meet them at the
school gates. Lover boys are
especially prevalent in The
Netherlands. “We have lover-
boy cases right across the
country, and especially in the
provinces and smaller towns,”
says Amsterdam’s Chief Pro-
secutor Herman Bolhaar, who
heads the Task Force Against
The Trafficking of Persons.
A number of prosecutions are
pending in Dutch courts, but,
says Bolhaar, “the key is pre-
vention.”
“The first thing we do is cre-
ate an awareness that this
phenomenon exists and is
happening in schools and vil-
lages right under our noses.”
Linda was freed after four
months when police closed in.
The ringleader, a 23-year-old
Dutch man, faces trial.
Linda is studying for a social
care qualification. She speaks
to student groups about lover
boys.
Says her mother, Marieke.
“Recently she told me that
she wouldn't have made it
without her family. Our mu-
tual trust has been restored.”

Lover Boys
The latest twist in human trafficking targets
middle-class girls in Western Europe



obligation towards possible future vic-
tims to ring as many alarm bells as
possible. Now when you mention
Sneep, everybody knows that we are
talking about taking concerted action
against traffickers.”

While there were 4166 successful
trafficking prosecutions worldwide in
2009, only 335 related to forced labour.
And yet it is construction, agriculture,
docks, hazardous industries and do-
mestic enslavement that are the des-
tinations for more than 50 per cent of
trafficking victims, not brothels. Under
international law, forced labour is seen
as a serious crime. Yet in Europe, con-
victions for labour trafficking fell from

80 in 2007 to just 16 in 2008, although
it picked up to 149 in 2009.
“It is partly because it is so difficult

to spot,” says Sanne Kroon. “It could be
the woman who is always working
long hours in your local store, or the
asparagus pickers toiling in the fields
for EUR 1 an hour.” However, says
Roger Plant, who, until 2009, was Ge-
neva-based director of the ILO’s Spe-
cial Action Program to Combat Forced
Labor, law enforcement in Europe is
beginning to “wake up . . . to flagrant
abuses.”
Travel agents describe the province

of Foggia in Apulia, southern Italy, as
“a paradise for summer tourism.” To
those living in the poorer areas of Po-

land, adverts promising well-paid jobs
of EUR 6 an hour plus board and lod-
ging in Foggia’s thriving agriculture
sector were a powerful draw. Howe-
ver, after an exhausting journey, Sta-
nislav Fudalin, 51, described being met
by a Ukrainian gangmaster working
for local farmers. The gangmaster told
him: “’I make the rules here. You’re my
slaves. If you try to leave, I’ll track you
down and kill you. You’ll go back to
Poland in a dustbin bag.”
Passports confiscated, the Poles
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Fine(d) in Sweden
Sweden has drastically reduced human traf-
ficking and prostitution since becoming the
first country in the world to pass a law for-
bidding the purchase of sexual services in
1999. The Swedish view is that the best way
to disrupt that criminal market is to target
the johns, not the girls.
Although prostitution is legal in Sweden, one
estimate has it that the number of women
brought in each year to work as prostitutes
is down to between 400 and 600. In much
smaller Finland the number is between
10,000 and 15,000.
By September 2008 more than 1700 men
had been arrested and more than 600 fined
for buying sexual services in Sweden. Fines
are based on salary (the highest fine so far
of 70,000 SEK (7300 EUR) was reportedly
received by a Swedish businessman in 2008)
with a maximum six months in prison. Opi-
nion polls overwhelmingly back the law.
“One cannot evaluate the law by just coun-
ting convictions,” says Kajsa Wahlberg, De-
tective Inspector at the National Police
Board and the country’s National Rappor-
teur on Trafficking in Human Beings. “Vic-
tims have told the police that traffickers talk
about Sweden as a bad market. We have
also wiretapped conversations between
members of organized crime networks
[and] they look upon Sweden as bad for
these activities.”
Iceland and Norway have followed Sweden’s
model. Since Norway tightened its legisla-
tion, sex workers from Brazil and Nigeria
have moved to neighbouring Finland. Its law
says it is illegal to buy sex from a victim of
human trafficking but “we are unable to en-
force it,” says Seppo Sillanpää of Helsinki
Police. “An ordinary customer cannot deter-
mine who are being pimped and who are
not. We either need complete prohibition or
complete legalisation.”

There was no escape for Nikolay
Rantsev’s daughter Oxana, 20. She was
lured to Cyprus from Russia.

A ‘HEINOUS CRIME’ calls
for tougher penalties

were forced to work 16 hours a day
picking tomatoes. Already saddled
with high-interest transportation
‘loans’ they were paid just EUR 1 an
hour, out of which they had to buy
their food and pay for accommoda-
tion: barracks without electricity, he-
ating or water, which were locked at
night and policed by armed guards.
Those who got ill had to pay their
gangmasters EUR 20 for every day
they could not work. The only thing
they were not charged for were the
beatings. They were enslaved in per-
petual debt bondage.
Eventually some escaped and their

harrowing stories kicked off Opera-
tion Terra Promessa (Promised Land)
a joint operation by the Organised
Crime Office of the Carabinieri and
the Central Trafficking in Human
Beings Unit in Warsaw with support
from the Anti-Mafia Prosecution Of-
fice in Bari and wiretap and other in-
telligence from INTERPOL and
Europol.
In a series of raids on July 18, 2006,

113 workers were freed. Nineteen traf-
fickers—16 of them Polish, two from
Ukraine and one from Algeria—were
arrested. Seventeen are now serving
between four and ten years in prison.

Domestic slavery is another growing
concern. “It is very difficult to iden-
tify victims because they are forbid-
den to speak out by their employers,”
says Sophia Lakhdar of the Commit-
tee Against Modern Slavery (CCEM)
in France. Alice, 27, from Algeria, was
enslaved to a café owner and his wife
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Rantsev’s daughterOxana. The 20-year-
old languages student was lured to Cy-
prus from Russia with the promise of
fulfilling her dream of becoming a
translator. Three weeks after she arri-
ved inMarch 2001 she was found dead
in the street, having fallen from a fifth-
floorwindow in Limassol. She had been
trying to escape a job in a “cabaret”
club that had little to do with transla-
ting.
After years of campaigning, Nikolay

won a landmark ruling in the European
Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg
in January 2010 that found Cyprus and
Russia guilty of failing to protect Oxana
from trafficking and fined them 40,000
EUR and 2000 EUR respectively. Pal-
try sums, but for Nikolay it is not about
money. “I died when she died, but half
of me goes on living in the hope that I
can achieve my goal. I want potential
victims to know her story. They need
to bemade aware of what can happen.”

Ariana finally ecaped in 2006. Now 31,
she lives in The Netherlands, where
she has pressed charges against Burim.
He somehow convinced UK authori-
ties to grant him asylum status and re-
mains free in London.

Time has brought healing. “I have
seen a different side of life now,” says
Ariana. “I am beginning to believe that
I am a human being.” She has taken ci-
tizenship and language courses and
works as a cleaner.
Ariana is part of a counselling group

in The Netherlands called Samen
Sterk. It means “Together Strong,” and
it is helping to support others like her.
“It is not easy for women to go straight
from the underworld to the legal
world,” Ariana says, “or for them to
talk to police officers and social wor-
kers. We are the bridge because we
have been there.”
For the Vladimirs of this world there

is little chance of escape. Traffickers
usually confiscate passports and thre-
aten to report them as illegals or harm
their families. But Vladimir did ma-
nage to escape and, with the support
of BLinN, he pressed charges against
his traffickers. But they vanished. “The
police never managed to catch the per-
petrators,” says Sanne Kroon. “Now
we have lost all contact with him. We
have no idea where he is, or if he is
back in the hands of his traffickers.”

Additional reporting by Lisa Dona-
fee and Laura van der Meer
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in Paris for four years
as nanny, cleaner and
dog walker. Forced to
sleep on the floor, she
was never allowed out
on her own andwas hu-
miliated and threate-
ned. “For two years I
was unpaid. Madame
told me I was working
off the cost of my air-
line ticket. In 2004 and
2005 she sent my pa-
rents EUR 600. I never
received any money di-
rectly.” In 2007, Alice
managed to escape her
employers and has now
started her own family
in Paris. The cafe ow-
ners were never punis-
hed.
To combat a “heinous

crime,” Cecilia Malm-
ström, European Com-
missioner for Home
Affairs, is proposing a
European Anti-Traffic-
king Coordinator. In a
recent speech she urgedMember Sta-
tes to coordinate their efforts more ef-
fectively. “We need a stronger legal
framework with better protection and
tougher penalties.” Sentences for traf-
ficking humans are a fraction of those
for drug running. Most traffickers walk
free. Sixty-two countries have yet to
convict one single trafficker under
laws in compliance with the U.N.’s Pa-
lermo Trafficking Protocol, which was
created in 2003 to prevent, suppress

and punish trafficking.
But prison does not

always deter traffic-
kers. In 2006 Central
Criminal Police of Es-
tonia and their coun-
terparts in Helsinki
discovered that three
criminals were brin-
ging women into Fin-
land to work as
prostitutes from their
cells in Estonia. Pic-
king suitable victims
for grooming from a
social networking
website, they made
contact by smuggled
mobile phones, posing
as rich businessmen
recruiting nannies and
escort girls while their
girlfriends on the out-
side fixed transport
and laundered the pro-
fits.
Tragically, some aut-

horities even help cri-
minals escape. In

September 2009 Saban Baran asked
for permission to spend a few days
with his newly born child. Incredibly
the Dutch court allowed him out of
jail. Not surprisingly, he absconded,
causing more terror in his victims.
How could anybody so dangerous

be freed? “Ask the judge,” says an in-
furiated Herman Bolhaar, who is ap-
pealing for longer sentences for the
Sneep Case principals.
There was no escape for Nikolay
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Numbers
NETHERLANDS

*Between 2005 and 2006, 255
(possible) victims of traffic-
king were Dutch, 119 Nige-

rian, 94 Bulgarian, 58
Romanian, among others

*580 victims of trafficking re-
gistered with Dutch national

Foundation against TIP

*Approximately 138 male vic-
tims of trafficking were iden-
tified in 2009, working as

prostitutes or forced labour

*In 2009, 11 regional human
trafficking coordinators were
appointed to handle compli-

cated trafficking cases

*There were 79 convictions in
2008 and the highest sen-

tence for labour trafficking (4
year prison term) was
handed down in 2009


